






NEW SIGNALLING CONTRACT TRIALS 
ERTMS ON THE CAMBRIAN LINE

Currently there are more than 20 train 

control systems across the European 

Union. Each train used by a national rail 

company has to be equipped with at 

least one system but sometimes more, 

just to be able to run safely within that 

one country. As it reduces the need for 

costly lineside signalling, and creates a 

better working environment for the driver, 

it would bring signifi cant advantages in 

terms of maintenance costs savings, safety, 

reliability, punctuality and traffi c capacity.

The contract includes:-

  18 Location Cases complete with 

racking, wiring and other equipment 

  9 ERTMS and 4 MCB Relocatable 

Equipment Buildings (REBs)

  A signalling control centre

 Level crossings.

Under the system, signalling information 

is communicated directly to a display 

in the driver’s cab using radio messages 

sent via the Global System for Mobile 

Communications – Railways (GSM–R).

It’s best installed as lines are re-signalled, so 

when signalling contractors Ansaldo STS Ltd 

were given responsibility for the fi rst UK 

operational trials of ERTMS, on the Cambrian 

Coast section of the Wales and Borders area, 

they joined forces with Unipart Rail.

Working closely with Ansaldo from the 

start of the design stage the production 

involves Unipart Rail’s facilities in Crewe 

and York, where Unipart Way tools and 

techniques are central to operational 

performance, and high customer 

expectations are already being exceeded; 

especially in the meeting of crucial 

delivery schedules. 

The contract also calls for the supply 

of additional level crossing equipment, 

including Dorman’s LED ‘Wig Wags’ and 

other mechanical signalling solutions.

nipart Rail has won a contract with Ansaldo to provide a wide range of 

equipment and materials, based on new signalling principles, in preparation 

for an extended roll-out into the UK’s national network. U

DESIGN INNOVATION FROM DORMAN 
ACHIEVES PRODUCT APPROVAL

The advantage its simple concept

demonstrates is signifi cant, the battery 

box can be mounted at ground level, 

removing the need to work at height 

to replace the oil in the paraffi n lamp. 

The battery box is capable of powering 

two semaphore lamps for signifi cant 

periods, with the battery changeover 

easily incorporated into the regular 

maintenance intervals.

Dorman continues to be at the forefront 

of technology in the fi eld of LED railway 

signalling and strives to introduce 

groundbreaking, yet simple and cost-

effective solutions to improve safety 

and reliability.

he Dorman semaphore signal battery box has achieved Network Rail product 

approval. The battery box is designed to complement Dorman’s existing LED 

semaphore interior lamp units. This simple but effective solution requires 

less frequent maintenance, reducing cost and improving safety when used to power 

semaphore signals.

T

14 INFRASTRUCTURE



DORMAN MOVES 
WITH THE TIMES

Why is this surprising? Well, the plan set 

out to make the move seamless in the 

eyes of customers and suppliers; in other 

words, a non-event in the way it affected 

service levels and supplies to businesses 

and government agencies in the UK 

and overseas.

Interestingly, the new premises are 

a former Asda training centre, but 

the 60,000sq ft space has now been 

transformed into a modern design, 

production and administration unit with 

growth potential. A far cry from the 

previous accommodation which Dorman 

occupied, that became cramped with their 

expansion. What’s more, it has enabled 

Dorman to expand its technical team 

in order to develop new LED products 

and build on its overseas successes. This 

includes the design and production of 

specifi c products for North America, 

Australia, India and other emerging 

global markets.

Underpinning this growth strategy is 

The Unipart Way and the new site will 

become a ‘beacon’ for its philosophies, 

tools and techniques. A teaching faculty 

will be introduced into the new site, which 

also provides the added benefi ts of seeing 

these concepts being applied in a live 

production environment.

Mark Morse (Dorman’s Director and 

General Manager) has no doubts about 

the impact this relocation will have on 

the business; “Following the considerable 

sustained success of our LED hazard 

warning and signalling solutions, both 

rail and road, this move will enable us 

to strengthen our focus on advanced 

product development and new production 

techniques, all supported by The Unipart 

Way methodology. It will enhance 

our company’s ability to unlock new 

opportunities from around the globe and 

reinforces our position as market leader 

in our fi eld.”

So it’s the same Dorman values, service 

levels and customer focus – but you’ll fi nd 

them at a different address.

Unipart Rail Ltd

Dorman

Wennington Road

Southport PR9 7TN

Tel 01704 518000  Fax 01704 518001

www.dorman.co.uk

t may surprise many customers to hear that Dorman, part of Unipart Rail, 

has now moved into entirely new premises. This is the result of a two-year 

relocation project that gives it a vastly expanded base for development and 

production of its existing product ranges, as well as the potential for traction and 

rolling stock products. This opens doors to new global markets and streamlines 

supply processes for current customers.
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NEW LED 
PRELIMINARY 
ROUTE 
INDICATORS

This new range was developed 

in response to Network Rail’s 

requirement for PRIs to provide 

drivers with advance information of the 

routing selected for their trains as they 

approach junctions. It does this using 

LEDs to show an arrow that confi rms 

the information shown on the Junction 

Route Indicator, which is situated 

further down the track at the junction 

controlling signal.

Electrical connections are to the same 

standards as the rest of this range and 

so are the power supply arrangements, 

meaning that the new LED PRI 

can be easily integrated with the 

existing interlocking.

orman again is leading the 

industry in responding to 

the needs of the network by 

launching a new range of LED PRIs 

(Preliminary Route Indicators). The 

indicators are contained within the 

housings already used for standard 

(Theatre) Indicators and Banner 

signals, currently found in the 

Dorman Signalling range. 
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OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER 
SERVICE AWARD 

Alan has worked at the ticket offi ce at 

Teddington for 25 years and is known for 

his friendly disposition, quirky greetings 

and off-beat humour. Alan’s commitment 

to delivering a quality service is evident 

through his conscientious approach.

“ The railway has one of the highest 

customer-supplier profi les of any industry” 

says John Clayton (Unipart Rail’s Managing 

Director). “Thousands of passengers 

depend on face-to-face contact with rail 

providers for their journey. We believe 

customer service is very important 

and dealing with diffi cult situations and 

customers is not an easy job. When 

outstanding service is given it deserves 

to be recognised.” He went on to say, 

“At Unipart Rail we strive hard to provide 

high levels of customer service and we are 

delighted to be involved with this award. 

Singling out a Customer Service Member 

of the Year is extremely diffi cult, but it’s 

something very worthy of recognition.”

s sponsors of the Outstanding Customer Service Member Award, a highly-

regarded category at the recent Rail Staff Awards Ceremony, Unipart Rail’s 

Julian Baxter was delighted to present this award to Alan Hopgood of 

South West Trains.

A

NEW UNIPART RAIL 
WEBSITE LAUNCHES
The new site, as well as including lots more 

information than the old site, has a much 

cleaner and fresher look and a simplifi ed 

login for the users of our Portals. 

A great new innovation on the website 

is the ‘Unipart Rail Interactive’ tour 

which is a very different way to explore 

our services.  From our website Home 

Page, click the rail image to launch the 

‘Flash’ based screen (check that you have 

PopUps allowed for Unipart Rail) and then 

follow the simple menu structure to view 

product and range information and details 

of our key services - you may be surprised 

at the number of ways we support the 

rail industry!

Please let us have your feedback on the 

new site to commercial@unipartrail.com

he new Unipart Rail website was 

launched at the end of January, 

and if you haven’t yet had a look, 

then now may well be the time.
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CONTACT US…
For further information about any of 
the services or products described in 
this edition of Rapport please contact 
Unipart Rail on 01302 731400 or
trsenquiries@unipartrail.com

Unipart Rail Ltd, Jupiter Building, 
First Point, Balby Carr Bank, 
Doncaster DN4 5JQ
www.unipartrail.com

Rapport is produced for Unipart Rail by:

Real Affi nity Agency, Affi nity House

Garsington Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2NG.
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